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Jillian Kinsella, fiancee of Cpl. Chad M. Watson, 
USMC. 

Statement on Armenian 
Remembrance Day 
April 24, 2008 

On this day of remembrance, we honor 
the memory of the victims of one of the 
greatest tragedies of the 20th century, the 
mass killings and forced exile of as many as 
1.5 million Armenians at the end of the Otto-
man Empire. I join the Armenian community 
in America and around the world in com-
memorating this tragedy and mourning the 
loss of so many innocent lives. 

As we reflect on this epic human tragedy, 
we must resolve to redouble our efforts to 
promote peace, tolerance, and respect for the 
dignity of human life. The Armenian people’s 
unalterable determination to triumph over 
tragedy and flourish is a testament to their 
strength of character and spirit. We are 
grateful for the many contributions Ameri-
cans of Armenian heritage have made to our 
Nation. 

We welcome the efforts by individuals in 
Armenia and Turkey to foster reconciliation 
and peace and support joint efforts for an 
open examination of the past in search of a 
shared understanding of these tragic events. 
We look forward to the realization of a fully 
normalized Armenia-Turkey relationship. 

The United States is committed to a strong 
relationship with Armenia based on shared 
values. We call on the Government of Arme-
nia to take decisive steps to promote democ-
racy and will continue our support for Arme-
nia to this end. We remain committed to 
serving as an honest broker in pursuit of a 
lasting and peaceful settlement of the 
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. 

On this solemn day of remembrance, 
Laura and I express our deepest condolences 
to Armenian people around the world. 

Remarks on the National Economy 
April 25, 2008 

Good morning. It’s obvious our economy 
is in a slowdown. But fortunately, we recog-
nized the signs early and took action. I signed 

an economic growth package that will pro-
vide tax rebates to millions of American fami-
lies and workers to boost consumer spending. 

On Monday, the Treasury Department will 
begin delivering the first of these tax rebates 
by direct deposit. During the first week 
alone, nearly 7.7 million Americans will re-
ceive their tax rebates electronically. Then 
on May 9th, the IRS will begin mailing 
checks to millions more across America. 

By this summer, the Treasury Department 
expects to have sent rebates to about 130 mil-
lion American households. These rebates will 
provide eligible Americans with payments of 
up to $600 a person, $1,200 for couples, and 
$300 per child. 

If you’ve already filed your income tax re-
turn, your rebate is on the way. Even if you 
don’t owe any income taxes, you may still 
be eligible for a check, but you need to file 
a form with the IRS. And it’s not too late 
to do so. Now, you can find out information 
as to how to proceed by calling your local 
IRS office, or go to the IRS web site. 

We want to make sure everyone who’s eli-
gible for a check gets one on a timely basis. 
This money is going to help Americans offset 
the high prices we’re seeing at the gas pump; 
at the grocery store. And it will also give our 
economy a boost to help us pull out of this 
economic slowdown. 

I’m pleased that the Treasury Department 
has worked quickly to get the money into 
the hands of the American people. Starting 
Monday, the effects of the stimulus will begin 
to reach millions of households across our 
country. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:16 a.m. on the 
South Grounds at the White House. 

Remarks During a Visit to the 
Northwest Boys & Girls Club in 
Hartford, Connecticut 
April 25, 2008 

Entertainer Melinda Doolittle. I would 
love—actually, Mr. President, I know that 
you went to Africa. I got a great chance to 
go to Africa with your wife and kind of see 
firsthand in Zambia what the disease does 
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